# 


Mi. mric P. Newman, 
bt. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


October 19, 1969 




Alter noting an item telling of your talk on "Money Issued 
m Missouri, 1800-1934", I seem to remember that Mr. Dick 
Hoooer of Pennsylvania had said you were working on a book 
about the paper money of Missouri. I sincerely hope so. 

I nave your "Bariy Paper Money of America", and know that 
n you do a reference on the subject, it will be the only 
book I will ever need on the subject of Missouri notes. 

A_t_tnougn I am sure your own collection in this field must 
ue nearly complete, I am writing to list the few notes that 
I nave, just in case there might be a different denomination 
or type. If there snould be, I would be glad to photograph, 
or 10 loan to you to photograph. I shall not list the Civil 
War notes or Defense bonds, except one Defense Bond with 

what appear to be genuine signatures wnich I understand 

is rare. 

§>5.00 Bank of Missouri 4-1-18^0 

10.00 " " (both signed Chouteau) 

20.00 Bank of The Btate of Missouri 11-1-1836 

3.00 Bank of Bt. Louis (date faded. Act of 1837) 

10.00 Farmers Bank of Missouri, Lexington( " " ) 

3.00 Bt. Louis City Treasury Warrant, mkd "counterfeit 

5.00 Butchers tc Drovers Bank of Bt. Louis 8-1-1880 

1.00 Union Military Bond (Criswells UGli, berial "F") 

1.00 Moberly Gas Lignt & Coke Co. (poor condition) 

1.00 City of Bt. Joseph Vi/arrant 8-1-1878 

2.00 Chas. LeGendre & Co., 18 — , unsigned, payable 

in lead ore 

3.00 Mo. Defense Bond, with signatures 

Bnouid any of these notes be of help to you, please let me 
know. If not, please consider this as simply a letter of 
encouragement in your effort to publish a reference on these 
interesting notes. 


Bincerely, 







You were very cooperative to send 
voluntarily your list of Missouri paper money. One of 
these days I will work up a historic listing on 
the subject but at present it is deferred. You 
are kind to be satisfied with it before it is 
written. 

How does it happen that you have 
such a nice group of Missouri notes. Most people 
have a few at most. Were you from Missouri? 

I would like to know the date 
of your $1 Union Military Bond if it is other 
than 1863. I have never seen a genuine signed 
defence bond but have seen many with signatures. 
Whose signatures do they seem to be on your note? 

If you care to send me your Mo. 
Confederate $10 notes I would like to check them 
for technical varieties . They are the Jan.1,1862 
issue as you know. I presume you do not have any 
private scrip of the Civil War period which is 
not listed, in your letter. 

Sincerely yours. 






October k4j> 1969 


Mr. mric P. Newman, 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 
bt. louis, Mo. 631O3 


Dear Mr . N ewman : 


borry to learn the publication of a reference 
on Missouri notes seems to be in the rather indefinite 
future. But as you say, few people nave any of them. 
Still, the various issues do tie into tne nistory of 
the state m a mucn more interesting manner than the 
usual broken-bank notes of so many other states. 

Perhaps the publication of such a book would enhance 
our nistory of our neritage in the same manner your 
‘'Marly Paper Money of America 11 has ennanced our history 
of that period. 


At any rate, 1 enclose the only $i0 Jan. 1, 186k 
note 1 have, so that you may look it over for whatever 
technical varieties might be found. I forgot to look 
for the #3 Defence Bond when at the bank, but will 
enclose a picture I took of it some years ago wnen l 
first obtained Mr. Criswell's book and noted his 
comments on signatures. I obtained the note ten years 
or more ago, from Joseph Adamski, as i recall, ine picture 
is fairly snarp, and with a magnifying glass you can 
see the signatures almost as clearly as on the note. 

The first signature (Treasurer) is in quite faded brown 
ink. The scrawl looks something like "James Stewart" , 
but X could be way oft on that. The other signature 
is in a comparatively bright blue ink (though old 
appearing) and seems to be "B. B. Harman" if we move 
the partially completed "H" over a bit. 1 do not have 
enough reference material available to me to cnecxv 
tne names against those who held such positions. 1 n&^ e 
no way of knowing whether the signatures are genuine, 
but 1 can make the point that they were there wnen 1 

got the note nothing was said about the significance 

of signatures by the seller and Criswell's book was 

not then published mentioning signatures. How well 
known the point about signatures was prior to that, 1 
nave no way of knowing, however. 


Tne $1 Union Military Bond is dated Nov. 1, 1863, 
with 1863 printed. Except for the serial "1" instead^ of 
t'G", it appears the same as the one in Criswell's book. 
Incidentally, Mr. Criswell off erred me such a note 
(dated 1864 if 1 remember correctly) but he wanted some- 
where near $400 for it beyond my limited budget. 


Yes, 1 am a native of Missouri. My birthplace 
was a farm home near the village of Osborn, which is. 
near the larger village of Cameron, wnich l think still 
is shown on the road maps . a packet of letters of an 
ancestor (B. Gen'l John T. Hughes CBA, who died in 
capturing Independence in 186k with the help of frank 
James, yuantrill, etc.) led me take take a serious 



interest in the history of that time, visit some of 
the battlefields, and pick up any notes of that time. 

It even led me to write a biography of hughes (an 
interesting but unknown figure of the Mexican War, 
the border wars, and Civil War) but after several 

publishers said nice things about it but that it 

would not sell, not wide enough appeal, etc., 1 gave up. 

My original interest in the hobby dates from 
±942-44, wnen 1 flew B-24‘s in India, ww ±. I acquired 
some ancient Indian coins, as well as modern, and in 
between, perhaps 100 altogether. 1 now have perhaps 
three times that many, as in U.b. coins, colonial 
notes and other interests, I bought them whenever they 
were both available and cheap. Among tne ancient coins 
I obtained in India was one the seiior thought was 
oumerian, and of about 2,500 BC . Over the years I 
learned much more about them, and that his ideas were 
way off. But it is now probably that this coin is of 
either the city-state of Benares or the kingdom of 
Kosoia wnich reacned its zenith about 1,000-800 BC. 

And over the years, I have assembled examples of two 
other types of ancient Indian coins that pre-date the 
common Indian punch-mark coins of the Mauryan Bmpire. 

Bach of the three types is of a different weight standard. 
While none of tnese coins are unique, they are ail very 

rare to the point that I do not believe any other 

collector or museum anywhere (.including India) has 
gotten ail three types of what are thought to be the 
prototypes of the punch-mark coins together in one place. 

But I am being much too lengthy, and I doubt that 
you have much interest in ancients anyway. Still, you 
ask about me and my collection. I do consider the ancient 
Indian coins the most significant that I own, as they 
seem obviously developed without outside influence, and 
quite possibly before the Greek coinage of lydia. 

Utherwise nave been an insurance agent here 

over 20 years, live in a small tract home, nave put one 
daughter tnru college; the government put a son thru 
tne Air force Academy; and we still have a twelve year 
oid daughter at home. My wife now works for the phone 
company, and sne has accumulated a small antique doll 
collection over many years in much the same manner I 
nave accumulated coins and notes. They have become 
collections because we seldom ever sold anything. 


Gincerely, 




November 4# 1969 



Dear Mr. Duncan: 

Thank you for your nice letter of October 24, 1969. 

I am returning herewith the $10.00 Confederate note 
of Missouri and thank you for forwarding it. 

I will have to do a little more research on the signed 
Defence Bond to see who was the treasurer of Missouri 
and who was the commissioner under the Confederate 
government. I am returning your photo with thanks. 

It was fascinating to see how you got involved in all 
this fun, and at least you have the satisfaction of 
having some very unusual things. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 



Enclosures 




CHARLES V. DUNCAN 


June 24, 1974 


Eric P. Newman, 

6450 Cecil Avenue, 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr . N ewman : 

In 1969, I corresponded with you regarding early 
Missouri currency. Nov/ I write in a different area, and 
as a result of your letter to Mr. James Spilman of 1-9-74. 

It refers to a bust right uniface Auctori Plebis token 
in ray collection. I had appealed to Mr. Spilman for 
information, and now he has appealed to me to try to write 
an article about the Auctori Plebis token and related varieties. 

Whether I attempt such an article depends largely 
upon how much I can draw upon others for information and 
photos. So far, you have the only examples of the related 
varieties, other than the one I have. So I write you first. 

Could you furnish me a Xerox copy of Howard Kurth’ s 
article (on page 54, Vol. 1, No. 2, NUMISMATIC REVIEW)? 

All references located so far seem to agree that the 
Auctori Plebis tokens were "American inspired, but never 
used here". Do you think this was based on the translation 
of the legend, perhaps combined with the similarity to the 
Connecticut coppers? Or do you know of other reasons for 
the statement? 

Crosby states the Indep et liber reverse was used 
on three other English tokens. Mr. Taxay, in Scott’s Encyclo- 
pedia, mentions a 1793 Emsworth, Hampshire, English token 
and this apparently causes him to conclude the date of the 
Auctori Plebis token may be contemporary to it. Do you know 
of these tokens? Do they have any American connection? 

Is the manufacturer of any of the three known? 

Would you care to comment on the rarity of the regular 
Auctori Plebis token? Particularly in the higher grades? 

If my little project begins to approach reality, 
could you furnish photos of the two different bust right 
uniface and the two different Hispaniola reverse tokens in 
your collection? In this regard, while I have not heard 
of different dies of the regular Auctori Plebis, I have 
heard of "first, second, and third die-state". Please let 
me know if you could furnish photos helpful in this area. 

Enclosed is something toward cost of Xeroxing the 
Kurth article, if it is possible for you to send it. 

I do not wish to impose on you for photos of coins until 
the article appears more certain, but I am anxious to know 
if they would be available. Thanks so much. 



Charles V. Duncan 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

June 27, 1974 


Mr. Charles V. Duncan 



Dear Mr. Duncan: 


As you requested, I am pleased to enclose xerox copies 
of the Kurth article. 

There is no specific proof that Auctori Plebis was an 
adaptation of Auctori Connec, but there is no other numismatic use 
of Auctori Plebis prior thereto. Possibly a Latin study should be 
undertaken to find the original use of Auctori Plebis. 

None of the tokens to which Crosby refers have any relation- 
ship to the United States. The manufacturer is unknown as there 
were quantities of manufacturers in Birmingham. 

If your material develops into something which should be 
published, you will receive my cooperation with respect to photo- 
graphs . 


It is nice to hear from you. 

Sincerely , 


Eric P. Newman 


EPNtjah 

Ends. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



September 22 , 1974- 


Eric P. Newman, 

6450 Cecil Avenue, 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

As I hope you will recall, we corresponded 
in June about the Auctori Plebis token and its 
variations. Mr. James Spilman had expressed interest 
in publishing something on them in his COLONIAL 
NEWS LETTER, and had asked me to undertake the task. 
After considerable correspondence, 1 think I have 
enough material to make an interesting article, 
though little of it will be new. 

My request now is for photographs, mentioned 
in your last letter. The few photos that have been 
published of the variations have not been very good 
and of only one or two types. Nor can 1 find photos 
previously published illustrating the development of 
di-cracks on the reverse of the regular A-P token. 

I feel that inclusion of photos of your pieces is 
almost essential to the publication of anything on 
this subject. 

You have mentioned two types of bust right 
uniface, and two types of Hispaniola reverses in your 
collection. Also needed are photos of the regular 
A-P token, particularly with heavy reverse die-cracks. 
(The only example I have has no cracking.) I trust 
you have furnished photos to Mr. Spilman before, and 
have an idea of the type of photos he needs. 

Also, please list the weights and diameters 
of your pieces, if possible. 

Please send the photos to me, so that I may 
revise the article accordingly, then forward everything 
to Mr. Spilman. For example, Mr. Breen reports a 
Hispaniola reverse with the M 3” of the date so far 
double-struck that the date appears almost 17336. 

I would like to know if this is similar to one of 
yours, or yet another variation. 

Presuming publication is accomplished, do 
you wish your pieces to be identified as to ownership, 
or do you vfish to remain anonymous? 

Sincerely, 




t- 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


July 7, 1975 



Dear Mr. Duncan: 


Dick Hoober sent me the xerox of your set of P. Roberts notes. 
I have never seen these signed or numbered. Do you want to sell or 
trade them as some of the paper money collectors here would be 
interested. Do you want further Information on them? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 


NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
)F COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



July 12, 1975 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 

6V50 Cecil Avenue, 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

The set of "P. Roberts" stagecoach notes are 
the only ones I have, or have ever seen. I am still 
trying to add to my little collection of Missouri 
currency, and I would rather not sell them. Other 
than the Civil War issues, I only have about 20 notes 
counting such as these. 

Yes, I would be interested in knowing more about 
them. In fact, that is the case in most of the notes, 
and I keep hoping that you or Mr. Hoober will get 
together a catalog or long article on the subject. 

All of them seem very scarce and it is difficult even 
to know what exists. Violette's HISTORY OF MISSOURI 
has a helpful chapter on early Missouri banks, listing 
most that issued currency. But it is not written from 
a numismatic point of view. 

Mr. Spilman has just published my little article 
on Auctori Plebis tokens in which I question the 
traditional theory of English manufacture. I hope it 
controversial enough to draw comment and added informa- 
tion. If there is a follow-up, it would surely be 
helpful to have photos and weights of the four different 
"bust right" A-P tokens of yours. If it is not too 
inconvenient, please consider sending Mr. Spilman photos. 

I have never been to an ANA convention, and I 
suppose they will never hold one closer. But I am a 
slave to my little one-man insurance office and can see 
no possibility of attending. 


Sincerely, 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 

July 17, 1975 



Dear Mr. Duncan: 


In your letter of July 12, 1975 to me, you brought up the 
publication of your article on Auctori Plebis tokens in CNL. You 
hoped it would be controversial enough to draw comment and added 
information. I gladly furnished some data on my group of Auctori 
Pelbis pieces to Jim Spilman quite a while ago at his request. 

You say that "logic seems to favor the probability of 
American manufacture". You say "the legend suggests American manu- 
facture". What are your facts? Yours is not a query. Isn't it an 
assertion which needs some evidence to support it? 

Incidentally, you indicate that the practice of making 
evasions was known in America. What American made piece are you 
referring to or do you mean that what went on in England was known 
in America? In any event, I would like to know the factual basis of 
your coimaent. 

Please let me hear from you. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 

bcc: Mr. Kenneth Bressett 


t 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

July 17, 1975 



Dear Mr. Duncan: 


The P. Roberts notes are in a number of collections I know 
of, including mine. He had a mail contract in 1858-9 from the U. S. 

Postal Service. A group of these unsigned bills were found in Kansas 
City about 20 years ago and sold slowly by auction. 

Someday I'll write on Missouri notes, if I can wedge it in. 

It is a fascinating field to collect in. If you need any data on any note, 
please let me try to help. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


May 31, 1984 


Mr. Charles V. Duncan 



Dear Charles: 


As a fellow Missourian I cannot let your nice letter of May 23, 1984 go 
unanswered . 

Thank you for the information you located. I am enclosing a photocopy 
of the information I obtained through a St. Louis art museum concerning 
Preston Roberts and I hope it is of interest to you. 



, -Cordially, 

/ 



Enel . 



